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OAK VIEW: Many said to fear police

FROM PAGE 1

rumn, Oak View youths com-
plained that they are stopped
and searched at random, or
that officers use excessive
force. Police have said they’ve
never seen evidence of wide-
spread abuse by officers, and

they believe the bulk of resi- -

dents still support police.
“We understand there’s a
need for police and protec-
tion,” said Oak View resident
Alicia Torres. “Maost of these
abuse cases are not reported.

There’s a fear of the police be-
cause as a Hispanic living
here, there’s a fear of being
deported. We are not equal.”

Meeting organizers urged
the residents to work with the
city’s Human Relations Task
Force and to encourage their
neighbors to speak out.

“l know the majority of
people in Huntington Beach
really care about Qak View
because they put so much
money in for mentorships and
other programs,” said Max
Madrid, director of gang pre-

vention for the nonprofit
group Community Service
Programs.

“The power you have is to
join the task force and other
groups,” Madrid said. “We
can't just leave this ‘meeting
and go back to the same old
thing.”

= Register staff writers Jeff Collins and
Valeria Godines contributed to this re-

port.

= Contact Hawkinson at (7H) 445-6688 or
ohawkinson@ecregister.com



